
 

New Slot Genre Headed to Casinos 

 

     With waning slot play over the last       several 

years, game designers are working on ways to cap-

ture the lost millennial       demographic. Gamblit 

Gaming recently    acquired several licenses that 

permit the development of a new slot machine gen-

re based around popular gaming apps for   mobile 

devices. One concept involved a Words With 

Friends-style game what featured slot machine ele-

ments. 

       What impact such gaming will have on slot play 

revenues is yet to be seen. However, what is of in-

terest is the idea that slot machines may now be 

featuring some elements of skill. It is unclear how 

strategy will definitely be involved, but it certainly 

opens up several areas of exploration. Consider the 

use of skill-based elements with which to earn the 

opportunity to gamble, or if the slot machine as-

pect is used as a bonus round. Regardless, these 

skill-based slot games will likely be with us for 

some time, and are thus deserving of some atten-

tion. 

 

Adapted from Stutz, H. (June 4, 2014). Gaming manufacturer 
with ‘game changing’ ideas wins preliminary OK. Las Vegas Re-
view-Journal.  

Lottery Sales top $5 billion in FL 

 

      Lottery tickets are a fool’s bet. A 70% return is 

expected at best, and that leaves a lot to the State! 

Even the worst slot floor has better odds than 

this… 

     Many states feature lottery sales to supplement 

education and other state expenses. However, the 

poorest of individuals are often the ones that play 

lottery or scratch tickets, which means a lot of 

money lost for those who need it most. In fact, lot-

tery tickets provide such a great example of main-

taining behavior despite lack of reward that B. F. 

Skinner was fond of commenting on it in discussing 

the control of people (see Skinner, 1953). It should 

come as no surprise, then, that lottery ticket sales 

are considerably 

high. 

     While unusual in 

Florida’s history, top-

ping $5 billion is a 

hefty paycheck for 

any state. Consider, too, what might happen if Flori-

da, much like Minnesota, began to offer online or 

virtual scratch cards. As Nick Sortal reports, 88% of 

all calls to the Florida addiction hotline 

are in regards to scratch off tickets. 

While Mr. Sortal’s source maintains that 

instant gratification is likely a factor in 

sustained play, detailed functional ac-

counts are currently not available. 

 

Adapted from Sortal, N. (July 7, 2014). Lottery 

sales reach $5.4 

billion in Florida. 

Sun Sentinel. 
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Live Dealers may sway some to try 

Online Casino Play 

 

     Full Tilt, an online casino site known traditionally 

in the U.S. for hosting online poker prior to Black 

Friday—the day the U.S. shut down all online poker 

sites—is offering something new in terms of online 

casinos. While the country works on defining its 

new online poker laws one state at a time, the in-

ternational market is moving forward with the crea-

tion of several online casino environments. Howev-

er, when games of skill, like blackjack, and games 

of chance, like roulette, are controlled via software 

code, one may be left with a sense of uncertainty 

regarding the regulation and validity of each gam-

ble. 

     Full Tilt 

has created 

a remedy to 

such con-

cerns by hir-

ing live casi-

no dealers 

who deal to 

each player, 

virtually connected via the internet, in real time. 

The dealers are live from Latvia and players can 

choose between blackjack and roulette. As every-

thing is filmed in real-time, the player gets a sense 

of fairness of the game as it is as close to being in 

an actual casino one can get without actually being 

there. Of course, whether such approaches alleviat-

ed illusions of control or not is an empirical       

matter… 

 

Adapted from Jones, N. (September 15, 2014). Full Tilt 

launches live dealer online casino. Accessed from 

www.pokerfuse.com 

 

The Whales may be coming back… 

 

     Well, casino whales, anyway. In the gaming in-

dustry, money are monikers based on sea animals 

are positively correlated: the larger your bankroll, 

the larger the animal. And there is no sea creature 

larger than a whale.  

 

In his book, Whale Hunt in the Desert: The Secret 

Las Vegas of Superhost Steve Cyr, author Deke 

Castleman recounts Steve Cyr’s many adventures 

as being a “superhost,” or someone who deals with 

the highest of the high rollers. While the book 

reads like pure fantasy, Mr. Cyr assures us it’s as 

accurate as any true biographical account can be. 

During the 1990s Steve Cyr worked to charter pri-

vate jets, reserve seats at first class restaurants 

with no room left, take over penthouse suites, and 

fight with every breath to secure the finest of 

amenities for his whales, ensuring they stayed and 

gambled as his casino, and not someone else’s. As 

Mr. Cyr recalls, the actions of a single whale on a 

single trip could make or break a casino’s profits 

for the entire year. This is the impact these individ-

ual have. 

     Fast forward to today, and some concern has 

grown over the lack of whales in Vegas. Why would 

they fail to migrate to the U.S. in recent years? Sim-

ple… many of the whales are from Asian countries, 

and with the rise of Macau’s gaming center, less 

time traveling means more time gambling. Howev-

er, as James Detar notes, many whales are return-

ing to Las Vegas amidst difficulties with Macau’s 

regulations. For example, Macau requires heavier 

taxation on gaming wins than Las Vegas does. Fur-

ther, Macau places limits on how much cash can 

be brought to its gaming center. As the government 

continues to enact strict regulation, as well as 

greater efforts at maintaining these regulations, it 

seems the whales are coming back to Las Vegas. 

Might we see the rise of superhosts once again in 

Las Vegas? It’s doubtful that the wild times experi-

enced in the 1990s will return, though some sem-

blance of that era may make some appearance. 

 

Detar, J. (August, 2014). Macau gaming crack-

down drives bettors to Las Vegas. Accessed 

from investors.com 

Castleman, D. (2004). Whale hunt in the desert: 

The secret Las Vegas of superhost Steve Cyr. 

Las Vegas: Huntington Press. 

Be sure to check gsig.squarespace.com 

frequently for up-to-date member bene-

fits, links, and upcoming events! 

http://www.gsig.squarespace.com
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U.S. Continues to Struggle with Declin-

ing Lottery Sales to Young Players 

 

     While other countries like Canada and the Unit-

ed Kingdom continue to see young (i.e., 16-30-year

-olds) playing online lottery games after over a dec-

ade of access, the United States is in a slump. 

Physical lottery tickets are not the game of choice 

for today’s young gambler, and much of this may 

be due to the ways in which these individuals opt 

to allocate their time. For example, many lottery 

tickets are available in convenience stores which 

requires one to physically enter the premise—an 

unnecessary step when paying with credit at the 

pump. Today’s youth may also prefer virtual games 

and social settings rather than the isolated act of 

physically scratching lottery tickets.  

     But some states are attempting innovative 

changes, including Minnesota and Illinois, which 

feature some limited games in an online format. 

While Illinois has an app for their lottery, only a 

small portion of the population actually download 

and use it. We are left wondering, then, why so 

many of today’s youth have abandoned what was 

once a very attractive option for gambling… 

 

Adapted from: Author (August 2, 2014). Lottery industry look-

ing to attract twentysomethings. Associated Press. 

 

In for a Penny, in for a Pound… 

 

     Casinos offer slot players many variations of slot 

machines from which to choose. Some maintain a 

three reel setup while others offer 100/+ line com-

binations with interactive 

3D bonus games accompa-

nied by rumbling seats and 

studio-quality sound ef-

fects. Branding comes in to 

the decision as well, and 

the player can select 

among well-known prod-

ucts (e.g., Monopoly), 

shows (e.g., Wheel of For-

tune), and a whole host of movies from varying 

genres (e.g., Sex and the City, Aliens, The Mummy, 

The Hangover). An additional division is seen be-

tween denominational aspects of various games, 

with some slots residing in VIP or High Roller loung-

es, and can easily feature spins costing $100. It 

seems fair to assume, then, that to get the most 

out of one’s hard-earned dollar, one should gravi-

tate toward the cheaper machines. Nothing, except 

for free, is cheaper than the enticing allure of the 

Penny Slot. 

     Taking a moment to do the math, we see that a 

penny slot machine can actually cost quite a bit. 

When selecting 100 lines at 5 credits per line, one 

spin can cost $5.00—which is a long way off from 

$0.01! For whatever reason, this arrangement is a 

winner; at least for the casino. 

     In one state, Illinois, penny slots comprise over 

50% of all slot machines. Revenues for penny slots 

account for nearly 40% of all slot sales, compared 

to roughly 25% for dollar machines, 20% for 2-cent 

slots, and 15% for $0.25 machines. On average, 

then, each machine, regardless of denomination, 

rakes in over $300 per day.  

     What makes the penny slot so attractive is 

tough to say at this point. Of course, who better 

than a behavior analyst to figure this out? 

 

Adapted from Brokopp, J. G. (July 24, 2014). Penny slots 

dominate Illinois casino landscape. Accessed from http://

www.nwitimes.com/entertainment/columnists/john-

brokopp/penny-slots-dominate-illinois-casino-landscape/

article_3ffa7d45-8a1a-5cc3-b259-43ba672c44ae.html 

 

Steven Hayes and Mark Dixon Present 

at NCRG Conference 

      

     The 2014 National Center for Responsible Gam-

ing (NCRG) annual conference saw two 

behavior analysts present on how Ac-

ceptance and Commitment Therapy can 

impact the lives of problem gamblers. 

While historically a cognitive or perhaps 

more eclectic meeting, this year truly 

saw behavioral interests being repre-

sented. Dr. Dixon also holds a research 

grant from NCRG, demonstrating their 

receptiveness 

to our particu-

lar methods. 


